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Be the premier centre of excellence for fostering 
effective climate adaptation and environmental 
protection policies in the IGAD region.

Support climate change adaptation and 
sustainable environmental management efforts 
of IGAD member states to enhance livelihoods, 
cushion vulnerable systems and create climate-
resilient ecosystems while contributing to relevant 
efforts towards the attainment of national 
development targets, sustainable development 
goals, regional and international commitments 
and act as a policy reference entity for climate 
adaptation and environmental protection.

ABOUT IGAD CAEP

The IGAD Centre of Excellence for Climate Change Adaptation and 
Environmental Protection (IGAD CAEP) in Mogadishu, Somalia, was 
established on 23 December 2021. CAEP is an IGAD-specialized 
institution mandated to coordinate Climate Change Adaptation 
and Environmental Protection efforts in the eight IGAD countries 
comprising Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South 
Sudan, Sudan and Uganda.

The IGAD Secretariat recognised that climate change and 
environmental degradation are the most severe developmental 
challenges for the IGAD region. This is despite the inconsequential 
greenhouse gas emissions of the region. Climate-induced shocks, 
including droughts, floods, sea level rise, desert locust infestation, 
and storms, among others, continuously result in the loss of 
lives and livelihoods and the destruction of properties and key 
infrastructures.

The climate crisis remains the biggest threat to the sustainable 
management of environmental resources in the region due to its 
direct and indirect impacts on the environment.

IGAD CAEP aims to strengthen collaboration on sustainable 
environmental management and climate adaptation among 
member states through high-level regional dialogues, championing 
Locally Led Adaptation (LLA) and advocating for enhanced climate 
action to reduce global GHG emissions, technology transfer and 
adaptation finance in the IGAD region.

The Centre’s goal is to support the region in preparing for and 
adapting to the impacts of climate-related shocks, including 
droughts, floods, cyclones, sea level rise, sandstorms, and desert 
locust infestation, among other effects.

The Centre will serve as the focal institution for knowledge 
management and capacity development to study, replicate and 
scale up sustainable environmental management practices and 
appropriate adaptive solutions to climate change in the region.

VISION STATEMENT

MISSION STATEMENT

Promote harmonisation of climate adaptation and 
environmental protection policies of IGAD member 
states

Support implementation of National Adaptation Plans, 
actions and priorities, as well as environmental policies

Facilitate and support knowledge management and 
capacity development in climate adaptation and 
environmental protection in the IGAD region

Advocate for and champion raising the regional voice 
for adaptation and climate action

Develop linkages with other IGAD specialised 
institutions, member state institutions, and regional 
and international institutions involved in climate 
change adaptation and environmental protection.

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES



WHAT WE DO

The Centre’s goal is to catalyse coordinated and 
sustained adaptation planning, decision-making and 
action across the IGAD region and to support the region 
in preparing for and adapting to the impacts posed 
by the changing climate, including frequent droughts, 
floods, cyclones, sea level rise, sandstorms, and desert 
locust infestation among other effects.

The Centre supports the implementation of National 
Adaptation Plans (NAP), Updated NDCs and other 
relevant adaptation-related policies of member states.

The Centre seeks to address climate change as a 
crosscutting matter and coordinate the integration 

of climate risk and vulnerability assessments in policy 
development and planning. The centre undertakes 
climate adaptation programs to minimise risks, 
safeguard livelihoods, prevent conflicts, take advantage 
of opportunities, and increase resilience to climate 
change’s negative impacts.

The Centre also serves as the focal institution for 
knowledge management and capacity development 
to study, replicate and scale appropriate adaptive 
solutions and strengthen climate resilience.

CLIMATE ADAPTATION

Adaptation Policy Support

Advocacy and Communication

Livelihoods Resilience

Water Resource Management

Health Systems

Migration and Displacement

Climate and Security

Gender

Education - Knowledge Management 
and Capacity Development

Disaster Risk Management

Loss and Damage

Climate Finance

Climate Adaptation Thematic Areas



CONTACT INFORMATION

Phone Number: (+252) 617 963 284

Email Address: icaep@igad.int

Location: KM5, Afgoye Road, Mogadishu, Somalia

Opening Hours: Sun – Thurs: 8:00 am – 5:00 pm

www.climatesecurity.cgiar.orgAfrica Climate Crisis Security Observatory www.climatesecurity.cgiar.orgClimate Security Observatory Series
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How does climate exacerbate 
root causes of conflict in Sudan?
Climate Security Pathway Analysis
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This factsheet gives answers on how climate exacerbates root causes of conflict in Sudan, using an 
impact pathway analysis. Two main impact pathways are identified: 

1. Livelihood and Food Insecurity: Climate variability is reducing agricultural production in Sudan, 
leading to high food insecurity and protests, while food and input imports are challenged by high prices 
and national inflation. Agricultural and pastoral livelihoods relying on natural resources are particularly 
vulnerable to climatic slow onset and extreme events. To sustain livelihoods, maladaptive strategies are 
being adopted, such as deforestation, mining or choosing violent alternatives, all of which contribute 
to an increase in violence and environmental degradation. Displacement due to floods or conflict and 
(in)voluntary migration fostered by drought and loss of livelihoods are leading to a large number of 
Internally Displaced People (IDPs). Informal settlements around cities where many IDPs congregate, 
create social exclusion and contribute to grievances.  

2. Resource Availability and Access: Climate variability and extreme events are putting pressure on 
land, water and pasture; while increasing desertification is pushing pastoralists ever further south in 
their quest to feed their livestock. Increasing competition over scarce resources in the areas they turn 
to, as well as in areas with comparably more water availability, are leading to conflict among farmers 
and herders. Capacities to manage resources sustainably and peacefully are undermined by a history 
of conflict and the erosion of state and local institutions, particularly in marginalized regions such as 
Darfur, Kordofan and Blue Nile states. Climate change impacts on water availability of the Nile river 
mean further challenges for regional stability and relations between riparian countries.

Niklas Sax, Gamal Mohamed Hassan, Abdimajid Nunow Abdi, Ignacio Madurga-Lopez,  
Bia Carneiro, Theresa Liebig, Peter Läderach and Grazia Pacillo 

• Somalia is one of the most vulnerable countries to 
the impacts of climate change and loss and damages 
resulting from it. The University of Notre Dame‘s 
Country Ranking on vulnerability designates Somalia 
as the world‘s most vulnerable country to climate 
change. There is a significant and measurable 
risk from climate change resulting in crop failures, 
livestock deaths, displacement, destruction of homes 
and infrastructure, and loss of livelihoods. Somalia’s 
vulnerability is further exacerbated by its national 
circumstances, including challenges associated with 
security and stability, institutional, governance, and 
economic limitations.   

• It is important to create a better understanding 
of climate change science and climate impacts, 
especially regarding loss and damage, among key 
decision-makers such as policymakers, legislators, 
and government officials. Through dedicated 
awareness-raising initiatives, policymakers can make 
more informed decisions and prioritise strategies for 
climate resilience and adaptation. 

• Dedicated local-level studies on loss and damage 
are needed to understand further the extent of 
the economic and non-economic loss and damage 
in the different regions of Somalia. These studies 
should cover various dimensions such as economic, 
social and environmental factors, aiming to provide a 
quantified assessment specifically related to climate-
related issues. 

• There is an ever-growing need for enhanced climate 
finance towards addressing, averting, or minimising 

loss and damage in Somalia. This would mean 
securing grant-based funding from multilateral 
funding entities, including the Global Environmental 
Facility and Green Climate Fund. Reliance on loans 
and other sources of funding could put more debt 
stress on the national economy and exacerbate 
poverty. 

• The loss and damage fund and funding arrangements 
being established under the auspices of the UNFCCC 
provide new hope for countries like Somalia, who do 
not have many options in terms of the availability of 
finance for loss and damage. However, the process 
needs to deliver an operational and capitalised fund 
capable of efficiently and effectively providing finance 
for loss and damage. It should be designed to be 
able to address the complex losses and damages of 
both economic and non-economic nature in a timely 
manner.   

• Seamlessly integrating considerations for loss and 
damage into existing national policies, strategies, 
and legal frameworks across different sectors is 
vital. This integration should be based on thorough 
climate risk assessments and vulnerability analyses 
to identify priority areas that require immediate 
attention.

• Actively promote and facilitate public participation 
and local engagement in the creation and evaluation 
of climate-related policies and legal frameworks. This 
will help ensure that vulnerable communities affected 
by climate impacts, including loss and damage, are 
considered in decision-making processes. 

KEY FINDINGS 

Authors: Dr. Selam K. Abebe, Amb Gamal Hassan and Dr. Abdimajid Nunow

DECEMBER 2023

SOMALIA LOSS AND 
DAMAGE ASSESSMENT

POLICY BRIEF
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How does climate exacerbate 
root causes of conflict in Kenya? 
Climate Security Pathway Analysis
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This factsheet gives answers on how climate exacerbates root causes of conflict in Kenya, using a 
climate security pathway analysis. Two main pathways are identified: 
1. Resource availability and access: Climate-related impacts limit the availability of valuable resources 
such as water, pasture, livestock, and fish, making access to these resources highly contested. This is 
especially true in the country’s drought-affected arid and semi-arid lands (which cover more than 80% 
of the land area), where small-scale resource-related conflicts between pastoral groups are facilitated 
by the proliferation of small arms, as well as grievances fed by marginalization, a lack of basic services, 
limited employment opportunities, weak governance, and erosion of formal institutions. The resulting 
climate-related insecurity has the potential to spread across administrative boundaries within Kenya 
as well as internationally.

2. Livelihood and food insecurity: Rising temperatures, erratic rainfall, and flooding all threaten 
climate-sensitive livelihoods and food security by reducing agricultural productivity. Rural populations 
may migrate to other rural or urban areas in response to rising food prices, food and nutrition 
insecurity, and a lack of alternative livelihood options. The strain on local infrastructure and resources 
can exacerbate tensions between host communities and migrants. Those who remain in rural areas, 
particularly dissatisfied youth who lack access to education and employment, may become targets 
for recruitment by armed groups offering financial incentives. 

Tanaya Dutta Gupta, Gamal Mohamed Hassan, Abdimajid Nunow Abdi, Ignacio Madurga-Lopez, 
Theresa Liebig, Leonardo Medina Santa Cruz, Niklas Sax, Peter Läderach and Grazia Pacillo

www.climatesecurity.cgiar.orgAfrica Climate Crisis Security Observatory www.climatesecurity.cgiar.orgClimate Security Observatory Series
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How does climate exacerbate root 
causes of conflict in Ethiopia?
Climate Security Pathway Analysis
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This factsheet gives answers on how climate exacerbates root causes of conflict in Ethiopia, using a climate security 
pathway analysis. Two main pathways are identified: 

1. Livelihood and Food Insecurity: The majority of Ethiopia’s land is vulnerable to climate extremes, which affect 
the availability of food. Local hotspots of food insecurity in the Tigray, Somali and Afar regions correlate with a 
higher occurrence of conflict, making them prone to climate security risks. Vulnerability to climate and conflict 
also differs along gender and age lines, while pastoralist livelihoods are particularly affected by the compounded 
pressure of climate effects and political marginalization. Natural disasters and biophysical changes have led to 
the displacement of people, adding to the large number of internally displaced people due to conflict, which are 
leading to further tensions with host communities in the areas of refuge.

2. Resource Access and Availability: Climate variability and extreme events are putting pressure on Ethiopia’s 
natural resources of land and water. This is leading to an increase in conflict rooted in resource competition, 
particularly in border regions. These conflicts, particularly those around land, exacerbate ethnic violence between 
communities as they vie for territory and power within the context of ethnic federalism. Complicating matters 
further are conflicts arising between pastoralists and farmers over different land use options, including the 
transition towards large-scale farming and conservation programmes. These affect the availability and accessibility 
of pasture and water. Conflicts around water manifest at local, national and international levels. Such conflicts can 
concern issues related to access to water at boreholes, unequal distribution of water among industries and rural 
communities, as well as national water security among the riparian countries of the Nile River Basin.

Niklas Sax, Gamal Mohamed Hassan, Abdimajid Nunow Abdi, Tanía Ferrè Garcia, Ignacio Madurga-Lopez,  
Bia Carneiro, Theresa Liebig, Peter Läderach and Grazia Pacillo 

The Centre supports the implementation of environmental 
policies, undertakes Sustainable Environmental Protection 
programs and serves as the focal institution for environmental 
knowledge and capacity development to replicate and scale 
up sustainable environmental management solutions for 
the region.

Intergovernmental Authority on Development
Centre of Excellence for Climate Adaptation and 
Environmental Protection
(IGAD CAEP)
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THE IGAD CLIMATE 
ADAPTATION STRATEGY
(2023-2030)
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PUBLICATIONS

FOR MORE PUBLICATIONS: igadcaep.org

Environmental Protection Thematic Areas 

ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION

http://icaep@igad.int

https://igadcaep.org/publications/

